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Art Unit: 3636 

The response filed 12 December 2005 has not been entered because it does not comply with 37 CFR 1. 121. 
The rule can be accessed through the QfBce website; however, a copy of 37 CFR 1.121 is presented on pages 3-5 of 
this document for applicant's convenience. 

The following provides a more detailed explanation of the item(s) noted as non-compliant on the attached 
formPTOL-324. 

Continuation of 1. Amendments to the specification: 

It seems that on page 2 of the reply filed 12 December 2005, applicant is attempting to amend the 
specification, i.e., changing upper floor joist [[12]] at page 7, line 12, to upper floor joist 15. Any 
amendment to the specification must be made in accordance with 37 CFR L 121(b). 

First, the amendment to the specification section of the reply must begin on a new page. 
Second, in the amendment to the Specification section, applicant must provide unambiguous instruction 
to replace the second paragraph of the Detailed Description of the Invention and in the replacement 
paragraph include the text of the entire paragraph including markings using strike-through or double 
bracketing for any deleted text and underiining for any added text. 
Continuation of 4. Amendments to the claims: 

It seems that on page 2 and page 3 of the reply applicant is attempting to amend the claims. Any 
amendment to the claims must be made in accordance with 37 CFR 1.121(c). 

First, the amendment to the claims section of the reply must begin on a new page. 
Second, in the amendment to the claims section, all of the claims must be listed in ascending numerical 
order. 

Third, each claim must include a status identifier after the claim number and before any text of the 
claim, except canceled claims, which do not include text If applicant intends to amend claim 1, 
then the status identifier would be (Currently Amended) and the text of the claim must include 
markings using strike-through or double brackets for text deleted firom the claim and underlining for 
text added to the claim. However, if it is appUcant's intent to cancel the four claims that are 
pending and add one new claim for consideration by the examiner, then the claim Listing would be: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (New) A multipart stud ... 

«< The text of the new claim should be double spaced and without underlining. »> 
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PATENT RULES 



§U21 



^ claims where such canceliatiQa afifects the scope j 
other pending claim in the reexamination ; 
I except ds pro\ided in § 1.981 or as 
t§4i:r7{bXl) of this title, 

(e) An afi&davit or otbei e\idence 
ka £nal rejection or odier final action (§ 1AI3) in 
an smhcation or in an ex pane ree!camina«>Q filed 
under V UIO, or an action dosii^ prosocutioa (§ 
1.949) jfi an ixxtcr partes reexamination Slfd under § 
1.913 but befi»e or on the same date m filing an 
appeal (§\l31 or § 41.61 of dixs titleX toLy be admit- 
^^owing of good 2ad sufi^cicnt reasons 

and 



ted iqxm 
Tvty the 
was not 

(0 

graiA(e)ofthis^ 
can be made in 



iavit or c^hcr evidence isj 
presented 

ttfastanding iht pr^isions of para- 
ion, no afiidavi/or other evidence 
mt<T panes reesjnnination proceed 



ce noder § L953 
as permitted by § 



ing afier the nm of appeal 
except as pfovidec^in § 1,981 
4177(bXI)ofAis 

(g) Aftej dedosioo o^ spptaL amendments, 
af&davits and othn^ evi&nce^i only be mack ^pro- 
vided in §§ 1.19S and K98u or to caii>' into effect a 
recotnmendatioo under §)f /50(c) of this title. 

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22/1^; 46 FR 29183, May 29. 
1981; panL (a) ttvis^6, 61 Fr\3131, Oct. 10, 1997, efiw:- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997; re\W 65 FR 14865, htstt, 20, 2000, 
effective May 29, 2000 Aadcptdl as fimL 65 FR 50092, 
Aug. 16. 2000); paras. /b) aad (dV tex-ised, 65 FR 76756. 
Dec. 7. 2000. tStctivtS^. 5, 200^ reirised, 69 FR 49959^ 
Aug. 12, 2004, tSsctiit Sept 13, 20^] 



§ 1.117 

[Removed zJid reserved 62 FR 5313\ Oct 10, 1997, 
effective Dec. 1/199?] 



§ M18 



[48 FW 2712, Jan. 20. 1983. effijcthe Feb.>27, 1983: 
removed abd resetvedv 62 FR 53 UK Oct 10. 19^^ ef&c- 
tive Dec^, 1997] 



§ 1.U9 [K£ser\'ed] 

p2 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; removed and ttJitn^ 
62 ?R 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec 1, 1997] 



§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments in appli- 
cations. 

(a) Aiii&ndm&tts in apphcasiom, other than 
refssiie appllcattom, AmexKimcms in applications, 
odier than reissue applications, are made by filiitg a 
pa|%r, in con^liance uidi § 1.S2, directii^ diat ^)eci- 
fied amendments be nK»k. 

(b) Speaficanon. Amendments to ihc specifica- 
tton, other than the claims, corapaiti listings 1.96) 
and^»equence Ustings (§ 1.S25X must be made by add- 
ing, ddetiz^ or replaco^ a paragraph, by replacing a 
section, <ff by a substitute ^^edfication, in the manner 
^pediied in diis section. 

(1) Amendtnem to delete, replace, or add a 
pa)*agraph. Amendment; to d» specificanoa includ- 
ing amendment to a section heading or the title of 
the invention which are considered for amendment 
purposes to be an amendmemofa paragraph, must be 
made by submittif^ 

(i) An instructimt which unambiguously 
identifies tiie locatiat to delete <»ic or mstt para- 
graphs of ^ spedficatioxt replace a paragraph widi 
one or more replacement paragn^is. or add one or 
more paragraphs^ 

(ii) The full text of any replacement para- 
graph with marking to show all the chaxoes relative 
to the previous version of flje paragraph. The text of 
any added subject matter imist be shown by underlin- 
ing the added text The text of aniy deleted matter must, 
be shown by stnke-throu^ except diat double bfack- 
e^ placed bef<ve and after ^ deleted characters niay 
be used to shon' deletion of five or fewer consecutive 
characters. The text of any deleted subject mattei 
must be idxywn by being placed within doul^ brack- 
ets if stnkethrou^ cannor be easily perceived; 

(iiO The fiill text of any added paragraph 
without any undedimng; aiul 

(iv) The text of a paragraph to be deleted 
must not be presented wi& stnke-^rou^ or placed 
within doiible brackets; The instruction to delete may 
identify a p a i agr aph by its (>aragraph numte: or 
include a few word^ from the beginning, and eiid> of 
tbe paragrai^ if needed for paragr^h identification 
purposes. 

(2) Ammdmmt by repkcement section. If tbe 
sections of the £^)ecification contain section headings 
as provided in § 1.77(b), § lJ54(b), w § 1.163(cX 



R-87 



Rtr. 3^ Aug. TSiSA 
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§ 1.121 MAl^'AL OF PATENT : 

amfodments to the specification, other tisaa tixe 
daiins, i^- be node by subimttiDg: 

0) A rdercnce to the secticm heading 
along with an instruction^ winch unambiguously iden- 
tifies the kxranoa to delete that section of ^ spcdE- 
csim and to replace mkh deleted section widi a 
repbcesneni sectbn; and; 

(ii) A repbcetuent section with wtaiirmy. 
to show all changes relatiw to the pie\Tous \'enimi of 
section. The tcsa of any added sid>ject manerxmist 
be shonn by underlimng the added text The texi of 
saxy deleted matter nmst be ^lown by stnke-ihxou^ 
except ^izt doid^ brackets placed before and after die 
deleted characters xxay be used to show deletioii of 
Eve or fewer coasecnm'e characters. The text oiT any 
deleted subject naatteranist be shown by being placed 
Tntfam doi^ br^Jcets if stnloe'dirou^s^ cannot be 
easily perceived 

(3) AmendBimt by stibstttuie specfficatiofs. 
The specification, other than &e claiois, may also be 
amended by submitting: 

(t) An ittstnsction to replace dte specifica- 

tioa;and 

(ii) A substitute specification in compli- 
ance widi §§ i.l25(b) and (c). 

(4) Rgtnstat^meni of pmiostsfy deleted para- 
^<qfh or section, A previously deleted paragraph <x 
sectioa fi»>* be reinstated only by a subsequent 
am end m ent addtx^ the prevKnisly deleted paragraph 

section. 

(5) Presentation in subsequent mnendment 
document. Ooxx a paa^graph or section is amen^d in 
a first: amendment document, the paragraph <a section 
shall not be represented in a subsequent amendment 
document unless it is amended again or a substitute 
spectfication is provided. 

(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be 
made by rewriting die entire claim with all changes 
(eg.^ additions and dektions) as irkdicated in this si^ 
section, esccept when lia claim is being cancded 
Each jfi M twlit tf wt docnment that wrlyKlps a to 
an existii^ claim, cancellation of an existing daki or 
addition of a iiew claim, must tochide a coiq;>tete list- 
mg of all claims ever presemedt including the text of 
all pending and withdrawn dains^ in iht api^ication. 
The claim listing, including the text of die claims, in 
die amendment document wiU save to replace all 
prior versions of the datms, is the appiicaiion. hx die 



AMINING PROCEDURE 

claim listing, die status of every claim must be indi- 
cated after its claim nun^jer by using one of the fol- 
loT^'ing identifiers in a parendietical cjqjre&sion: 
(Qfigaal). (Currentlv' amaaded), (Cattcele<0, (Widi- 
drawn)* (Prevxoiely presented). Q^ew), aid Q^ox 
etitered). 

(1) Clai)n listing. All of die claims |ffesenred 
tn a claim listing shall be i^esented in ascending 
numenc;il <«der. Consecutive claims having die same 
stateis of "canceled" or "not entered" may be aggre- 
gated imo one statement (a^.. Claims 1-5 (can- 
celed). The clann listing shall commence on a 
separate sheet of die amendment document and the 
shrct(s) that contain die text of any part of the claims 
shall n<^ c<aKtain any odier part of die amendment. 

(2) When claim text %viih moHOngs Is 
}vqui}'ed. All claims beir^ currenrly amended in 
an amendment paper shall ht presented in the claim 
listing, indicate a statm of "ainenti>' amended," and 
be submitted with maddngs to indicate the changes 
that \ax< been made relati\nc to die itnmcdiate prior 
version of the claims. The text of any added sid)jea 
matter noust be shonn by trndertining the 3<kled text. 
The text of an>- deleted matter must be shown by 
stnke^hrough exc^ diat double laackets placed 
before and after die delved diaracteis may be used to 
show deletion of five ot fewer consecutive diaracters. 
The text of any deleted subject matter nmst be shown 
by being placed wiUun dcKibk bracked , if strike- 
diTQU^ cannot be easily perceived Only claims hav- 
ing the status of ^cmrenily amended,'" or **withdrawn*' 
if sdso being amended., slall indtide markings. If a 
withdrawn claim is currently amended its status in 
die claim lining maj' be identified ast ""^withdrawn — 
currerUJy ssnended" 

(3) Wh&i claim text tn cl&m version is 
reqiit}^. Tl» te^ of ail pendii^ claims not being cur- 
rcnti>^ amended shall be presented in the claim \is6xi% 
in clean I'er^on, i,e., without any TYiarlcirigs in the pre- 
sentation of text. The presentation of a clean version 
of any claim having die status of "oiiginaL" "^vith- 
drawn^* or "previously presented^ will constitute an 
assertion that it has not been changed relatiw to the 
immediate prior ^'er^on, except to omit markings diat 
may ha(\'e been present in die immediate prior version 
of the claims of die status of '\vithxlrawn'' or "i»evi- 
ously presented" Any claim added by amendment 



suss 
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snnst be tfidicared with die $tata% of ''new" afid pie- 
seated in clean vetsibn, he., uithom any undedintug, 

(4) When claim mxr sfiall not be pmenrsd: 
canctHnga dafm. 

Q No claim text shall be fnesenfed for 
any claim in the claim Us6a^ witb die status ofcsn- 
cded" or "not eatejed." 

(ti) Caoceiiatton af 2 claim shall be 
ef&cted by an lostniction to cancel a parbculaf claim 
namber. Idemi^ing t!» status of a cl^m in die claim 
Hsting K "canceled" will conttitote an instnictson to 
cancel the claim. 

(5) Rdiistatment of prvxiousty canceled 
clam, A claim vthidi was previously canceM may be 
feimtaf ed osily by aiding the claim as a "^new" claim 
ui'lh a new claim nimiber. 

Drawingr. One or more application draw- 
ings diall be amended in the follow^ manner Any 
changes to an aj^Hcation drauing mn&t be in conqiii- 
aoce with § 1.S4 and miist be scbmitted on a replace- 
ment sheet of drawing xvidth shall be on attachment 
to the amendment d^ctunent and^ in the top maigin, 
labeled "Replacement Sbect". Any fqplacemest sheet 
of dnmingf shall incSnde aU cf the ^ures I9)pe9nng 
on die immediate prior veision of die sheet, even if 
only <Mie figure is amended. Any neu* sheet of drau^* 
ings containir^ an additional figure must be labeled in 
die top ma^;in as "^^cw Sheet", All changes to the 
drawings shall be e9(|>lained. in detail, in eidier the 
drawing amendment or remarks sec^ of die atnend- 
ment p^^ec 

(1) A floaxked^i^ copy of any amended draw- 
ing figure, inchiding amiotattons mdieating the 
changes made, may be inchided The madced-c^ copy 
must be clearly labeled as ""Annotated Sheet"" and 
mnst be presented in the amendment or temadcs sec- 
tion dm ei^tttns die ehai^ io the dfatii'm^ 

(2) A marked-i3p copy of any amended draw* 
ing figikce, inclDding annotatiotis indicating die 
changes made, must be provided when reqauvd by the 
escanuner. 

{e) Disclosure consist&icy. The disclostite must 
be amenifedL when required by die OfiSce, to coixect 
inaccufactes of description and defioitton^ and to 
secure substantial cone^xmdecce between the 
claims, die remainder of the ^Kcificatton. and dte 
drawings. 



§1.123 

(i) new marten No amendment may intro- 
duce new matter into the disclosure of an op^atioa 

(g) Rxceptian far examiner's amendments. 
Clianges to die specification, including die claims^ of 
an iq>plication nuide by the Office in an examiner'^ 
amendment may be made by .^>eci&c instxuctitms to 
insert or delete subject matter set forth in die exam- 
tner^s amendment by identifying die precise point in 
the specification car die claim(s) where die insertioa or 
dele^on is to be made. Compliance wUh paragraphs 
0>XIX 0>)(*X or («) <rf section is not reqfuired. 

(h) Amendment sectfcm. Each section of an 
amendmem document (a^, amendment to die claims, 
amendmem to die specification, reptacem«!f dtaw- 
in^ andrematlcs) must t>egiu on a separate sheet. 

(i) Amendments reissue applicntiofis. Any 
amendment to the descr^tion and claims an reissue 
sftpiicatiotts must be made sn accordance with j 
1.173. 

0 Amendmetiis fn rtexaminaifon proceedings. 
Any pr<^^ amendment to the description and 
claims in patents invoh^ in reexaniinamm proceed- 
ings must be made in accordance with $ 1-530- 

Qc) Amendments In prffvfstottai appllca^ons. 
Amendments in prorisional i^Kcations are not nst»> 
ally made. If an amendment is made to a provisional 
iqp^cation^ howe%-e^ it must comply with die provi- 
sions of diis section. amendments to a pnni- 
sionar^iplication shall be placed in the pro^sional 
i^plicalion file but may not be entered. 

[32 FR I35S3, $e|». 28, 1967; 46 FR 29183, !^l»y 29. 
1981; para. (eX 49 FR 555, Jan. 4, 1984. <^ctive Pi^ 1, 
1984; ieii»4 62 FR 5313!, Od. 10, 1997, efife«j^^e Dec, 
I, 1997; revised, 65 FR 54604, Z, im, ^dve 
>fei^ 7, 20(M); paio. 0) re\dsed 63 FR 76756. Dec. 7, im. 
e&dxvt Feb. 5, 2001; revised, 68 FR 38611. June 30, 
2003, effecti« July 30. 2003; para. (<0 revised, » FR 
56481, Sept 21. 2004. eflfeciiv* Oct. 21, 2004] 

Y^^M (Resenred] 

[24 rei«mpec:22, 1959; paa^^^JjT^ FR 48416, 
Dec 12, 1984re&<;m'e Feb. lk^S5; removed end 
fesef\^ « FR mit:^a^\m, cfifiKiive Dec I. 
19971 ^-"'^^^ 
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EXAMINER COMMENTS 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.121 each section of the amendment must begin on a new page. While the 
first or cover page may include a list of the sections that are included in the amendment, it should not include any 
information that is otherwise proper for the specification section, abstract section, claims section, drawing section, or 
remarks section. 



In the present application, applicant's proposed response appears to include Amendments to the 
Specification, Amendments to the Claims, and Remarks. Each of the three sections must begin on a new page in 
order for the amendment to be properly scarmed into the Office file. 

The Amendments to the Specification and Amendments to the Claims sections have been discussed on 
page 2 of this Notice. As for the Remarks, applicant may present in the Remarks section any comments or evidence 
that applicant is submitting for consideration by the Office. The Remarks must begin on a new page and the 
comments regarding the Information Disclosure Statement, Claim Rejections, and Conclusion (except the new 
claim) should follow as part of the Remarks. 

The response does not appear to include a discussion of the three photos that were attached, so the Office is 
unable to comment on whether the photos are in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. That being said, if the photos are 
being submitted as evidence in support of applicant's arguments or remarks, then reference may be made to the 
photos in the Remarks. If the photos are being submitted for some other purpose, then the purpose should be 
clarified in the response. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the examiner should be 
directed to Tamara L. Graysay whose telephone number is 571-272-6728. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Mon - Fri from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the examiner's supervisor, Peter M. 
Cuomo, can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://paix-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tamara L. GF^ysaj 
Examiner ^ 
Art Unit 3636 



20061109 



